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SUBJECT: GETTING READY FOR THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION: THE 
CRITICAL IMPORTANCE OF L. 17 

REF: USUN 154 

1 . IN A CONVERSATION WITH DUTCH MISSOFF HEINEMANN (WHO WILL BE 
THEIR OBSERVER AT HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION - HRC - MEETING), 

AND IN A MEETING WITH EDIS (UK HRC DEPUTY REP, AND THIRD 
COMMITTEE DEPUTY REP) AND LAMB (SAME ROLE AS EDIS FOR AUSTRALIA), 
THEY ALL EMPHASIZED THE GREAT IMPORTANCE TO THE FUTURE OF THE 
UN AND OF THIRD WORLD - WEO RELATIONS OF WHAT HAPPENS AT THE 
HRC AROUND ITS MANDATE TO STUDY AND REPORT ON (32/130- FORMERLY 
L.17). "INCREASINGLY, THE HUMAN RIGHTS CONCEPT OF THE NON-ALIGNED 
IS THE UN CONCEPT. IT IS NEITHER A TRADITIONAL WESTERN NOR A 
MARXIST-LENINIST VIEW POINT, BUT WHAT YOUR AMBASSADOR 
AMBASSADOR YOUNG IN HIS LAST SPEECH AT THE GA) CALLED THE 
"EMERGING CONSENSUS"." 
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HEINEMANN SAID, "WE MUST PAYMORE THAN LIP SERVICE TO THE 
THIRD WORLD CONCEPT OF HUMAN RIGHTS." HE INSISTED THAT 
(32/130) L.17 WAS NOT PROPOSED ENTIRELY BY NATIONS ACTING IN 
"BAD FAITH," AND POINTED OUT THAT THERE WAS MORE GENUINE 
NEGOTATION ON THIS ISSUE THAN ON ALMOST ANY ISSUE OF 
NORTH-SOUTH IMPORT IN RECENT MEMORY. BESIDES, HE 
CONCLUDED, "IF WE FIGHT IT HEAD-ON, WE WILL LOSE," 
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2. LAMB INSISTED THAT L.17 "NEEDS MUCH MORE CONSULTATION 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AMONG SOME OF US WEO'S AND SOME LIKE- 
MINDED NON-ALIGNEDS." HE INSISTS THAT FROM L.17 THERE 
WILL BE A LONG-RANGE PROGRAM IN HUMAN RIGHTS FOR THE UN, 
AND THAT "WE SHOULD BE PART OF ITS ELABORATION RATHER 
THAN WAIT TO ATTACK IT AFTER OTHERS PUT IT TOGETHER." 

3. EDIS SAID THERE WAS A "NEED FOR CLEAR IDEAS OF OUR 
OWN." HE SAID THAT RECENT EXPERIENCE WITH THE SOVIETS 
(IN THE ECOSOC ORGANIZATIONAL SESSION) SHOWS THAT THEY 
ARE AFRAID OF ATTEMPTS TO SPELL OUT THE MEANING OF THE 
ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL COVENANT, AND THAT THIS 
COVENANT "ACTUALLY HAS A LOT OF GOOD THINGS IN IT." 

4. BOTH EDIS AND HEINEMANN THOUGHT THAT LAMB'S SUGGESTION 
(REFTEL) OF SENDING L.17 TO THE SUB-COMMISSION FOR 

THE PREVENTION OF DISCRIMINATION AND THE PROTECTION OF 
MINORITIES WAS ATTRACTIVE, BUT WANTED A STRONG DRAFT 
RESOLUTION PRESENTED TO THE HRD CALLING FOR SUCH. A 
DRAFT RESOLUTION WOULD HAVE TO REAFFIRM THE SUBSTANCE OF 
L.17. BUT PERHAPS COULD ADD SOME MORE BALANCE BY MENTIONING 
OTHER BASIC VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS (LIKE TORTURE) 

AS A PRIORITY IN THE STRUGGLE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS. 

5. IT WAS AGREED THAT AUSTRALIA. NETHERLANDS AND US 
WILL WORK TO COLLECT INFORMATION ON THE PLANS FOR L. 17, 
BEGINNING WITH CONSULTATIONS WITH THE IRANIANS, WHO ARE 
THE KEY MOVERS IN THIS PROCESS, AND WILL NEGOTIATE. 

6. TO ASSIST US IN INFORMAL CONSULTATIONS, WE WOULD AP- 
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PRECIATE HAVING DEPT GUIDANCE ON OUR PREFERRED APPROACH 
TO DEALING WITH THE MANDATE IN OPERATIVE PARA 2 OF 
RESOLUTION 32/130 WHICH REQUESTS THE HUMAN RIGHTS COM- 
MISSION TO UNDERTAKE AN OVERALL ANALYSIS OF ALTERNATIVE 
APPROACHES AND INTER ALIA TO SUBMIT A PROGRESS REPORT TO 
THE 33D GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND A FINAL REPORT TO THE 34TH 
GA. SHOULD WE, FOR EXAMPLE, SUGGEST THAT THE SUB- 
JECT BE DISCUSSED IN PLENARY. IN THE HUMAN RIGHTS COM 
MISSION. BE ENTRUSTED TO A RAPPORTEUR, SENT TO THE SUB- 
COMMISSION. ETC. AS THE HIGH COMMISSIONER IS NOW LINKED 
TO THIS RESOLUTION, OUR TACTICAL APPROACH SHOULD BE ONE 
WHICH WILL AVOID HAVING THE HIGH COMMISSIONER PROPOSAL 
SHELVED PENDING THE OUTCOME OF THE PROPOSED FINAL REPORT 
TO THE 34TH GA. 

LEONARD 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: HUMAN RIGHTS, PLANNING MEETINGS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 24 jan 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978USUNN00208 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780038-0284 
Format: TEL 

From: USUN NEW YORK 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 97801 27/aaaaawlv. tel 

Line Count: 109 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: b0d8a1e0-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION 10 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 USUN NEW YORK 154 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 25 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3720372 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GETTING READY FOR THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION: THE CRITICAL IMPORTANCE OF L.1 7 
TAGS: PORG, SHUM, UNGA, UNHRC 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/b0d8a1e0-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



